Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee 17th October, 1988 by unknown
North
West
Water
BJB/PC
0025b/25 Dawson House, Great Sankey, 
Warrington, W A 5  3LW.
Telephone Penketh (092 572) 4321
10 October 1988
To: Members of the Regional Fisheries
Advisory Committee:
T A F Barnes (Chairman); J S Bailey;
R Bailey; A G R Brown; F Bunting;
J M Croft; P Ecroyd; J H Fell; W D Grove; 
C Holland; B Irving;
P Neal; J B Oldfield; Dr Pugh-Thomas;
J B Robinson
Please attend a meeting of the REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
to be held at 2.15 pm on MONDAY 17 OCTOBER 1988 in COMMITTEE ROOM
1, DAWSON HOUSE, GREAT SANKEY for consideration of the following 
business.
Yours faithfully
W H CRACKLE
Secretary and Solicitor
Dear Sir
A G E N D A
1. Apologies for absence.
2. Minutes of the last meeting (previously circulated and approved, 
by the Board on 13 June 1988.
3. Progress on setting up National River Authority in north west 
(oral report).
4. Capital Projects (oral report).
5. Fisheries Byelaws - Review.
6. Sea Fisheries Byelaws - Progress.
7. Serious Fish Mortalities.
8 Any other business.
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD ON
23 MAY 1988
0462b ES
P r e s e n t t -
T A F B a rn e s  (C hairm an)
R B a i le y  
A G R Brown 
F B u n tin g  
E P E croyd
O f f i c e r s  i n  A tte n d a n c e
Dr C H a rp le y  
C Newton 
B J  B r ig g s
1 7 2 . APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
A p o lo g ie s  w ere  r e c e iv e d  from  J  S B a i le y ,  J  M C r o f t ,  J  H F e l l ,  
W D G rove, B I r v i n g ,  J  B O l d f i e l d ,  Dr Pugh Thomas.
1 7 3 . DEATH OF MR R D HOUGHTON
Members s to o d  i n  s i l e n c e  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  Mr R D H oughton who d ie d  in  
h o s p i t a l  on 8 May 1988 . A s h o r t  e u lo g y  was spoken  by 
Mr T A F B a rn e s  who drew  a t t e n t i o n  t o  Mr H o u g h to n 's  lo n g  s e r v ic e  
a s  a member o f  th e  F i s h e r i e s  C om m ittees o f  th e  fo rm e r  L a n c a s h ire  
R iv e r  B o a rd , L a n c a s h i r e  R iv e r  A u th o r i ty  and , s in c e  1974 , o f  t h i s  
C om m ittee .
17 4 . MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
Mr B arn es  a d v is e d  members t h a t  s in c e  th e  l a s t  m e e tin g  o f  th e  
co m m ittee  th e  A u th o r i ty  h ad  p ro d u c e d  p r o p o s a ls  f o r  a shadow 
N a t io n a l  R iv e r  A u th o r i ty  w h ich  w ould  rem a in  i n  th e  p u b l i c  s e c to r  
and w ould  c a r r y  o u t  th e  W ater A u t h o r i t y 's  r e g u l a to r y  and r i v e r  
b a s in  o p e r a t io n s  a f t e r  th e  p r i v a t i s a t i o n  o f  W ater A u t h o r i t i e s  
o th e r  f u n c t i o n s .  He had  s e e n  th e  p r o p o s a l s ,  w i th  w h ich  he was 
s a t i s f i e d ,  and  saw no r e a s o n  why th e  NRA sh o u ld  n o t  f u n c t io n  v e ry  
w e ll  p r o v id e d  i t  was p r o p e r l y  fu n d e d . The h e a d q u a r te r s  o f  th e  
r e g io n a l  NRA w ou ld  be i n  New Town House a t  W a rr in g to n  and a l l  
f i s h e r i e s  s t a f f  w ould  be t r a n s f e r r e d  to  th e  NRA.
In  re s p o n s e  to  a q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  s e a  f i s h e r y  b y e la w s , Mr B arnes 
s a id  t h a t  th e  b y e la w s  w h ich  th e  A u th o r i ty  had  a g re e d  w i th  Cum bria 
Sea F i s h e r i e s  C om m ittee h ad  b e e n  s u b m it te d  to  MAFF f o r  comment. 
The s i t u a t i o n  i n  th e  N o rth  W e ste rn  and N o rth  W ales s e a  f i s h e r y
R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  M anager 
D i s t r i c t  F i s h e r s  O f f i c e r  (N o rth )  
S e n io r  Admin o f f i c e r
C H o lla n d  
P N e i l
J  B R o b in so n
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175.
176.
177.
area was more complicated because a new Clerk and Superintendent 
to the Sea Fisheries Committee had only recently taken up post and 
consequently progress had been very slow in that area.
After Mr Briggs had given details of fishing offences processed 
during 1987/88 it was agreed that copies of the paper should be 
circulated to all members of the committee.
RESOLVED
That the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 
15 February 1988 be approved as a correct record and signed 
by the Chairman.
FISHING LICENCE DUTIES 1989
Members' received a report which outlined proposals for increases 
in fishing licence duties for 1989 and after considering the 
comments made by representatives at the Fisheries Liaison meetings 
agreed the proposals were acceptable. They also discussed the 
Minister's excusal from licencing of freshwater fishing in ponds 
of less 1ha and decided that it was still appropriate and should 
therefore remain in force.
RECOMMENDED
That the Board be asked to approve the proposed increases in 
fishing licence duties listed in the report attached as 
Appendix 1 to these minutes, and that the Secretary and 
Solicitor be authorised to carry out such statutory 
procedures as may be necessary to obtain the approval of the 
Minister of Agriculture Fisheries and Food to the proposed 
increases.
FISHING LICENCE SALES 1987
Members noted a report which gave details of the number of 
licences sold and the income generated by those sales during 1987, 
together with an analysis of the number of licences sold in each 
district council area per head of population. Members also noted 
that reductions in migratory trout and coarse fish licences were 
matched by a corresponding increase in salmon and non-migratory 
trout licences.
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE NORWARDS LIAISON GROUP
The committee noted the minutes of a meeting of the NORWADS 
Liaison Group held in Carlisle on 15 April 1988. Mr Barnes 
advised members that the group had been able to make some 
important improvements in the Solway and although it had not yet 
been possible to establish a joint board, it was significant that 
both MAFF and DAFS sent representatives to attend the meetings of 
this group.
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178. NOTES OF FISHERIES LIAISON MEETINGS
Members received notes of the Fisheries Liaison meetings held on
27, 28 and 29 April 1988.
In connection with the meeting held on 28 April at Warrington, 
Mr Briggs reported that he had not yet received written details of 
the complaints about fishing leases, which were discussed at the 
meeting. In reply, Mr Holland said that he understood that this 
had been raised orally with the Authority by Mr Lambert last week 
but that he would remind Mr Lambert that it was still necessary to 
write to the Authority so that the matter was formally recorded.
Members agreed a request from Mr Bunting that note 6 of the 
meeting held in Cockermouth on 29 April 1988 should be repeated in 
these minutes so as to draw the attention of Board members and 
Senior Officers to problems which had resulted from open cast 
mining.
"6. OPENCAST MINING
Mr Bunting reported that opencast mining on the 
Keekle provided a lesson to be learned about 
damage to fishing activities when such operations- 
were carried out. The consent to operate the 
opencast mine was continually violated 
throughout the season and although the Coal 
Board had given every assistance, it was quite 
obvious that the site was so vast that the 
conditions could not be met; the site was 
virtually uncontrollable and the Angling 
Association, the Coal Board and the Water 
Authority had to accept that fact. Over 50% of 
fishing activities had been lost whilst the 
operation was in progress and sediment from the 
lagoons could be detected one and a half miles out 
to sea. It was unlikely that an operation of this 
size would happen again, but if it did, ,careful 
calculations would be needed to ensure that the 
settling lagoons were not only, large enough but 
strong enough to prevent erosion by the action of 
the water."
178. FIXED ENGINE BYELAWS
Dr Harpley informed members that MAFF had written to the Authority 
suggesting that, as a result of amendments to Salmon and 
Freshwater Fisheries Act 1975 by the Salmon Act 1986, it was now 
necessary to authorise by byelaws' fixed engines for scientific 
purposes or for catching eels. MAFF had requested that these 
byelaws be dealt with as a matter of urgency and the officers had 
therefore produced appropriate draft byelaws.
- 4 -
RECOMMENDED
That the Board be asked to approve the fixed engine byelaws 
set out in Appendix 2 to these minutes and that the Secretary 
and Solicitor be authorised to carry out such statutory 
procedures as may be necessary to ensure their confirmation 
by the Minister of Agriculture Fisheries and Food.
179. CLOSE SEASON FOR COARSE FISH - BYELAW AMENDMENTS
On 14 March the Board approved in principle a recommendation from 
this committee that the close season for coarse fish be abolished 
on enclosed waters and the officers had subsequently prepared 
draft byelaw amendments for consideration by the committee. The 
amended byelaws had already been discussed at the Fisheries 
Liaison meetings where the only amendment requested was the 
inclusion of prawns as a recognised bait in the amended byelaw 16, 
an amendment which was agreed by the officers.
RECOMMENDED
That the Board be asked to approve byelaw amendments to 
dispense with the coarse fish close season on enclosed waters 
 together with other necessary byelaw amendments in connection
therewith set out in Appendix 3 to these minutes and to 
authorise the Secretary and Solicitor to carry out such 
statutory procedures as may be necessary to ensure their 
confirmation by the Minister of Agriculture Fisheries and 
Food.
180. REVIEW OF FISHERY BYELAWS
Members were advised that the fishery byelaws were periodically 
reviewed by the officers to ensure that they remained suitable and 
that during a recent review a number of alterations were seen to 
be necessary.
RECOMMENDED
That the Board be asked to approve the byelaw amendments 
listed in Appendix 4 to these minutes and that the Secretary 
and Solicitor be authorised to carry out such statutory 
procedures as may be necessary to ensure their confirmation 
by the Minister of Agriculture Fisheries and Food.
181. AUTHORITY SCHEMES FOR THE BENEFIT OF FISHERIES AND FISHING
Members received details of the Authority's Fisheries Improvement 
Grant Aid Scheme and the Fisheries Equipment Loan Scheme and in 
response to a question from Mr Bunting, Dr Harpley explained the 
reasons for payment of some of the grants.
Mr Neil drew members attention to difficulties in connection with
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certain requirements of the scheme which meant that clubs holding 
waters on a short lease were unable to obtain grants.
182. CATCH RETURNS 1987
Members received details of catch statistics for 1987 together 
with historical data for comparison purposes.
Mr Bailey suggested that the figures were inaccurate when compared 
with published returns from Fishery Associations, citing the Lune 
Fisheries Association as an example. Dr Harpley agreed with Mr 
Bailey but pointed out that the Authority's figures had got to be 
based, on official returns submitted by' fishermen and that although 
inaccurate, they did tend to show trends in catches. He went on 
to. say that the, fisheries department recognised the very low 
number of returns submitted by fishermen and had included in their 
objectives a proposal to more than double the catch returns over 
the next five years.
183. NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY (LIMITATION OF HEAVE OR HAAF NET 
LICENCES - SOLWAY FIRTH) ORDER 1986
Members noted a report giving details of the current situation in 
connection with the above order.
184. ACID POLLUTION IN WIZA BECK AND THE RIVER WAMPOOL
Members received a report concerning a serious fish mortality in 
Wiza Beck and the River Wampool following a release of sulphuric 
acid from the British Sidac works at Wigton. Members were 
informed that prosecution of the Company was being considered and 
that if the pollution could be proved, re-stocking would be 
charged to the Company.
185. FISHING LEASES
Mr Bunting informed the committee that a consortium of anglers who 
had been using Ennerdale for some years had received a letter from 
. the Authority, indicating that the annual rent was to be increased 
by a considerable amount. The clubs felt that the new rent was 
far in excess of the true value of the fishery.
Dr Harpley pointed out that these matters were the concern of the 
Estates and Recreation departments rather than the fisheries 
section who had not been asked to value the fishery, but agreed to 
discuss the problem with the Northern Area Estates Manager as 
quickly as possible.
NORTH WEST WATER
APPENDIX 1
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
15 FEBRUARY 1988
FISHING LICENCE DUTIES -  1989
1. On 8 F e b ru a ry  1988, th e  Board c o n s id e re d  i t s  b u d g e t and c h a rg e s  f o r  
1 9 8 8 /8 9 . Amongst th e  ite m s  c o n s id e re d  was a recom m endation  t h a t  
f i s h i n g  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s  be in c r e a s e d  by some 10%, and t h i s  C om m ittee 
was a sk ed  f o r  i t s  o b s e r v a t io n s  on t h i s  reco m m en d a tio n .
2 . The b ack g ro u n d  to  th e  recom m endation  i s  th e  5% in c r e a s e  in  l i c e n c e  
d u t i e s  t h a t  h as  been made in  each  o f  th e  l a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s .  B ecause 
f i s h e r i e s  e x p e n d i tu r e  ( in c lu d in g  c a p i t a l  f in a n c in g  c o s t s )  has been 
r i s i n g  a t  a  somewhat h ig h e r  r a t e ,  th e  le v e l  o f  recoupm en t -  i e  th e  
p r o p o r t io n  o f  f i s h e r i e s  e x p e n d i tu re  re c o v e re d  from  l ic e n c e  d u t i e s  -  
h as  c o n s e q u e n t ly  f a l l e n  s l i g h t l y .  T h is  has r e c e n t l y  been th e  s u b je c t  
o f  M i n i s t e r i a l  comment.
A f t e r  e l i m i n a t i n g  s e v e r a l  n o n - r e c u r r in g  c o s t s ,  f i s h e r i e s  e x p e n d itu re  
i s  s e t  t o  r i s e  in  1988/89  by 7.2% . An in c r e a s e  in  d u t i e s  w hich i s  in  
e x c e s s  o f  t h a t  r i s e  -  and 10% i s  su g g e s te d  -  w i l l  im prove th e  le v e l  
o f  reco u p m en t and p a r t l y  r e d r e s s  th e  b a la n c e  o f  th e  l a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s .
3 . The p o l i c y  has been a d o p te d  in  r e c e n t  y e a r s  o f  ro u n d in g  in c r e a s e s  to  
th e  n e a r e s t  50 p e n c e . T h is  c r e a t e s  d i f f i c u l t y  when e n d e a v o u rin g  a t  
th e  same tim e  t o  m a in ta in  th e  r a t i o s  r e f e r r e d  to  in  p a ra g ra p h  4 . A 
25 pence  ro u n d in g  would t h e r e f o r e  be more p r a c t i c a b l e  f o r  s in g l e  rod 
and l i n e  d u t i e s  a l th o u g h  ro u n d in g  to  th e  n e a r e s t  £  may be more 
a p p r o p r i a t e  in  th e  c a se  o f  th e  com m ercial l i c e n c e s .  The p ro p o sed  
d u t i e s  f o r  1989 a r e  a s  f o l l o w s : -
P r e s e n t  D u tie s  P ro p o sed  D u tie s
SINGLE ROD AND LINE (w ho le  a r e a )
(1 )  Salmon
S eason
P a r t  S eason  from  1 June  
S eason  c o n c e s s io n a r y  
P a r t  s e a s o n  c o n c e s s io n a ry  
Seven day
2 9 .0 0
2 2 .0 0  
1 4 .5 0  
1 1 .0 0
7 .0 0
3 2 .0 0
2 4 .0 0
1 6 .0 0  
1 2 .0 0
7 .7 5
(2 )  M ig ra to ry  T ro u t
Season
Season  c o n c e s s io n a r y  
Seven day
12 .0 0
6 .0 0
3 .0 0
13 .0 0
6 .5 0
3 .2 5
(3 )  N o n -m ig ra to ry  t r o u t  (brow n
t r o u t ,  ra in b o w  t r o u t  and c h a r )
S eason
S eason  c o n c e s s io n a r y  
Seven day
5 .0 0
2 .5 0
1 .7 5
5 .5 0
2 .7 5
1 .7 5
P r e s e n t  D u tie s P ro o o sed  D u tie s
£ £
(4 )  F re s h w a te r  f i s h  and e e l s
S eason 4 .0 0 4 .5 0
S easo n  c o n c e s s io n a r y 2 .0 0 2 .2 5
Seven day 1 .0 0 1 .2 5
COMMERCIAL EEL FISHING £ £
F ix e d  e e l  t r a p s  4 4 .0 0  p e r  t r a p  p e r  annum 4 8 .0 0
Eel o r  Fyke n e ts  1 .0 0  p e r n e t  p e r  annum 1 .0 0
T r a p s ,  p u tc h e o n s  o r  b a s k e ts  9 .0 0  p e r  25 ( o r  p a r t 1 0 .0 0
t h e r e o f )  p e r  annum
NETS AND FIXED ENGINES £ £
(A rea  w i th in  th e  b o u n d a r ie s  o f  th e
fo rm e r  C um berland R iv e r  A u th o r i ty )
Whole a r e a  d r i f t ,  hang o r  whammel n e t 1 84 .5 0 2 0 3 .0 0
( n o t  e x c e e d in g  275m in  le n g th  when w e t)
W hole a r e a  heave  o r  h a a f  n e t 3 6 .0 0 4 0 .0 0
R iv e r  Eden coop 1 7 2 .0 0 189 .0 0
R iv e r  D erw ent coop 3 8 4 .0 0 4 2 2 .0 0
S o u th  W est C um berland g a r th 1 9 0 .5 0 2 1 0 .0 0
NETS
(A rea  w i th in  th e  b o u n d a r ie s  o f  th e
fo rm e r  L a n c a s h ire  R iv e r  A u th o r i ty )
R iv e r  R ib b le ,  d r i f t ,  hang o r  whammel n e t 118 .0 0 130 .00
( n o t  e x c e e d in g  140m in  le n g th  when w e t)
R iv e r  L une, d r i f t ,  hang o r  whammel n e t 195 .5 0 2 1 5 .0 0
( n o t  e x c e e d in g  300m in  le n g th  when w e t)
R iv e r  Lune, d raw , d r a f t  o r  s e in e  n e t 1 6 9 .5 0 186 .0 0
( n o t  e x c e e d in g  185m in  le n g th  when w et)
R iv e r  Duddon, d raw , d r a f t  o r  s e in e  n e t 1 62 .0 0 1 7 8 .0 0
( n o t  e x c e e d in g  185m in  le n g th  when w et)
R iv e r  Lune: heave  o r  h a a f  n e t 7 5 .0 0 8 3 .0 0
R iv e r  K en t: la v e  n e t 8 8 .5 0 9 7 .0 0
R iv e r  L even: la v e  n e t 7 3 .0 0 8 0 .0 0
NOTE: F is h in g  f o r  e e l s  w ith  rod  and l i n e  in  t i d a l  and e s t u a r i a l  
w a te rs  seaw ard  o f  th e  h ig h  w a te r  mark, ( a s  d e f in e d  on th e  
O rdnance  S u rv ey  Map : 1 to  5 0 ,0 0 0  s e r i e s )  i s  exem pt from  th e  
l i c e n s i n g  sy s te m .
I t  w i l l  be n o te d  t h a t  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  betw een  s e a s o n , se aso n  
c o n c e s s io n a r y  and 7 day l i c e n c e s  i s  b ro a d ly  a r a t i o  o f  4 : 2 : 1 
o t h e r  th a n  th e  7 day  salm on and non m ig r a to r y  t r o u t  l i c e n c e s  which 
a r e  s l i g h t l y  o u t  o f  l i n e .  The M in is t r y  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  F i s h e r i e s  and 
Food have  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  c h a rg e s  c o u ld  be l in k e d  in  t h i s  way and th e  
p ro p o se d  d u t i e s  in c o r p o r a t e  a f u r t h e r  movement to w a rd s  th e  s ta n d a r d  
r a t i o .
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5 Any variation of licence duties requires local consultation and 
public advertisement within the region and, subsequently, the 
approval of the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food.
6 Concessionary Rod and Line licences are issued to juveniles (14-16 
years), state retirement pensioners and registered disabled persons. 
However, within the last few days the Authority Chairman has received 
a letter from the Equal Opportunities Commission (as a result of a 
complaint they have received) stating that sex discrimination occurs 
where a man is treated less favourably than a woman in similar 
circumstances and suggesting that the Authority's offer of 
concessionary licences to men aged 65 and over and to women aged 60 
and over is in breach of Section 29 of the Sex Discrimination Act 
1975.
It seems likely that the Courts would support this suggestion and the 
Members may wish to comment on the three options which the officers 
feel are open to the Authority to satisfy this requirement of the 
Act:-
(a) Withdraw all concessions - this would seem to be far too 
draconian and might prevent people on fixed incomes from 
pursuing their sport.
(b) Allow concessions at age 60 years and over - this would 
adversely affect fisheries income because all male anglers 
between ages 60 and 65 would be entitled to reduced duty 
licences,
(c) Allow concessions at 65 years and over - this would adversely 
affect female anglers between the ages of 60 and 65 years but in 
view of the lesser number of female anglers, it is unlikely that 
any material effect on fisheries income would result.
7. It is recommended that the fisheries liaison meetings be asked to 
comment on these proposals and that their comments be taken into 
consideration by this Committee at its meeting on 23 May 1988 when it 
formulates its observations for the Board.
0461b APPENDIX 2
Authorised Fixed Engines
Section 6(1) of the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Act 
1975 shall not apply at any places within the 
Authority's area (not being places within the fisheries 
district of a local sea fisheries committee) toi-
(i) the placing and use of any fixed engine for the 
purpose of taking salmon, trout, freshwater fish 
or eels for scientific purposes with the written 
consent of the Authority
(ii) the placing and use of any fixed engine by the 
owner of a fish farm or his agents or employees in 
the normal course of business within the confines 
of that farm
(iii) the placing and use of fixed traps, movable traps 
or fyke nets for the purpose of taking eels with 
the written consent of the Authority
(iv) the placing and use of any fixed engine for the 
purpose of taking sea fish provided that the 
engine is covered at all states of the tide by a 
minimum of 3m of water and is set seawards of the 
boundary of a local sea fisheries committee
Fyke Nets
(i) The net and leader of a fyke net shall, together, 
not exceed 14 metres in length. The leader shall 
not exceed 10 metres in length and its height 
shall be no greater than the net aperture.
(ii) Fyke nets and leaders shall be constructed of 
twine not less than 1mm in diameter. Mesh size 
measured when wet shall not be less than 10mm in 
extension from knot to knot or 40mm round the four 
sides or more than 15mm from knot to knot or 60mm 
round the four sides.
(iii) No net ring or hoop shall exceed 75cm in diameter.
(iv) Wing nets shall not be used instead of a single 
leader, and the fyke net and leader shall be 
fished parallel with the flow in the watercourse.
(v) Every net shall be marked with the identity label 
bearing the number of the licence issued by the 
Authority which shall be fixed to the top of the 
front ring or hoop at the junction with the leader.
(vi) Any marker buoy attached to the net shall clearly 
display the number of the licence relating thereto 
issued by the Authority.
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(vii) Without the previous permission of the Authority, 
nets may only be set individually or in pairs and 
no part of any net or pair of nets shall be set 
closer than 30m to any part of any other net or 
pair of nets
Eel Traps
(i) Where movable traps are used for eel fishing no 
leader or wing nets shall be allowed.
(ii) The dimensions of a movable trap shall not exceed 
1.5m in length x 0.75m high x 0.75m wide if 
rectangular or 1.5m in length x 0.75m diameter if 
cylindrical.
(iii) The trap if constructed of mesh shall have a mesh 
size measured when wet not less than 10mm in 
extension from knot to knot or 40mm round the four 
sides or more than 15mm from knot to knot or 60mm 
round the four sides.
(iv) All movable traps shall be marked with an identity 
label bearing the number of the licence issued by 
the Authority, which shall be fixed to the top 
front of the trap.
(v) Any marker buoy attached to the trap shall clearly 
display the number of the licence relating thereto 
issued by the Authority.
Otter Guards
An otter guard shall be fitted to the aperture of every 
fyke net or trap. This guard shall consist of either 
taut material with a mesh size measured when wet not 
more than 50mm from knot to knot or 200mm round the four 
sides, or a rigid grille with bars separated by not more 
than 60mm.
Q460b/0452b APPENDIX 3
7„
16-
Existing Byelaw Proposed Amendment
Annual close season for Delete existing byelaw 7 and 
freshwater fish. inserts-
The annual close season for 
fishing for freshwater fish 
shall be the statutory 
period that is the period 
from and including the 15th 
day of March to and 
including the 15th day of 
June following.
The annual close season for 
fishing for coarse fish in 
rivers, streams and those parts 
of rivers canalised for 
navigation purposes shall be the 
statutory period, that is the 
period from and including the 
15th day of March to and 
including the 15th day of June 
following. On all other waters 
there shall be no statutory close 
season for coarse fish.
There shall be no close season 
for fishing for eels with rod and 
line in tidal waters.
In waters not frequented by 
salmon and trout there shall be 
no close season for fishing for 
eels with instruments other than 
rod and line
Baiting
During the period from and 
including the 15th day of 
March to and including the 
15th day of June in any year
(i) the use as hook bait, 
whilst fishing, of maggots 
or imitations thereof or the 
pupae (chrysalises) of 
maggots or imitations 
thereof and (ii) the use of 
any lure or bait not on or 
attached to a hook, are 
prohibited in the River 
Ribble catchment upstream of 
the Naze at Freckleton 
(excepting the River Darwen 
and the River Douglas), and 
in all rivers and streams 
within the Authority's area 
north of the Ribble 
catchment and in the 
following named lakes: 
Windermere, Coniston Rydal 
Water, Grasmere, Ullswater, 
Brothers Water,
Delete existing byelaw 16 and 
inserts-
During the period from and 
including the 15th day of March 
to and including the 15th day of 
June in any year in rivers, 
streams, those parts of rivers 
canalised for navigation purposes 
and in the following lakes:
Windermere, Coniston, Rydal 
Water, Grasmere, Ullswater, 
Brothers Water, Bassenthwaite, 
Derwentwater, Loweswater,
Crummock Water, Buttermere, 
Ennerdale Water and Wastwater,
fishing will only be allowed with 
fly, artificial lure, minnow, 
worm, prawn or shrimp.
The use of any lure or bait not 
on or attached to a hook is 
prohibited in the waters listed 
above.
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18.
Bassenthwaite, Derwentwater, 
Loweswater, Crummock Water, 
Buttermere, Ennerdale Water 
and Wastwater
Keep nets Delete Section (i) and insert
(i) No person shall use a 
keep net for retaining 
any kind of fish 
during the annual 
close season for 
freshwater fish;
(ii) No person shall after 
15th June 1984 use a 
keep net:
(a) Of less than 2.0 
metres inextended 
length;
(b) With rings less 
than 380mm in 
diameter or if 
rectangular less 
than 355mm by 
255mm;
(i) On rivers, streams, those 
parts of rivers canalised 
for navigation purposes and 
in the following Lakes, no 
person shall use a keep net 
or any other means of 
retaining any kind of fish 
during the statutory close 
season for coarse fish.
Windermere, Coniston, Rydal 
water, Grasmere, Ullswater., 
Brothers Water,
Bassenthwaite, Derwentwater, 
Loweswater, Crummock Water 
Buttermere, Ennerdale Water 
and Wastwater,
In section (ii) delete "after
15th June 1984"
(c) With wider spacing 
of rings than one 
ring per 300mm 
excluding the top 
ring;
(d) With a mesh size 
of more than 16mm 
measured
diagonally from 
knot to knot when 
stretched and wet
The use of keep nets
commonly known as
"micromesh" nets is
permitted. In the
case of such nets the
width of the mesh
measured when wet but
unstretched shall not
exceed 8mm and such
nets shall comply with
(ii)(a), (b), and (c)
above.
APPENDIX 4
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3. Annual close season for migratory 
trout (rod and line)
The annual close season for fishing for 
migratory trout with rod and line shall be 
th * period from and including the 16th day 
of October to and including the 30th day of 
April following except in the Rivers 
Annas, Bleng, Esk, Mite, Irt, Calder and 
Ehen and all rivers, lakes and waters 
tributary to or connected with those rivers 
where the annual close season shall be 
the period from and including the 1 st day 
of November to and including the 30th day 
of April following.
4. Annua! close season for non-migratory 
trout (rod and line) other than rainbow 
trout
The annual close season for fishing for 
brown (non-migratory) trout with rod and 
line shall be the period from and including 
the 1st day of October to and including the 
14th day of March following.
9. Lim itation of netting
The use of any net (not being a fixed 
engine or a landing net used in 
conjunction with a rod and (ine)for taking 
salmon, trout, freshwater fish, or eels is 
prohibited except for the use of the stated 
types of nets in the following parts of the 
Authority 's area:
(a) In the Solway Firth —  Heave or haaf 
nets.
<b)
(c) In the Cumbrian Coastal W aters ex­
cluding the Ellen Protected Area, the 
Derwent Protected Area, the Ehen/ 
Calder Protected Area and the Irt/ 
Esk Protected Area as defined —  
drift, hang or wham m el nets.
(d) In the Duddon Estuary —  draw, draft 
or seine nets.
(e) In the Leven Estuary —  lave nets.
(f) In the Kent Estuary —  lave nets.
(g) (i) In the Lune Estuary —  heave or
haaf nets.
(ii) In the Middle Lune Estuary —  
draw, draft or seine nets.
{iii) In the Lower Lune Estuary —  
drift, hang or whammel nets.
(h) In the Wyre Estuary—  heave or haaf 
nets after 31 st December, 1985.
(i) In the Ribble Estuary — drift, hang or 
whammel nets.
(j) In the Ellen Protected Area —  heave 
or haaf nets.
Provided that this byelaw shall not apply 
to:
(i) any net necessarily and solely used 
for the purpose of removing from a 
fixed engine the fish caught by that 
fixed engine, or
(ii) toany  person u singa  netofany kind 
with the prior perm ission in writing 
of the Authority, and subject to any 
conditions contained therein.
AMENDMENTS
In line 6, add the word ’Cumbrian' before the 
word 'E^k'.
delete the words "brown (non migratory)" and 
replace them with the words "non migratory 
trout other than rainbow".
delete the words "a fixed engine or" in line 1 
insert the word 'licenced' between the words 
•the' and 'use' in line 5.
delete para (h)
in para (i) delete the word "a” between the 
words? "from" and "fixed" in line 2 and replace 
it with the words "an authorised".
Add
(iii) The use of hand held dip nets for tpkin 
elvers.
EXISTING BYELAW AMENDMENTS
10. Regulation of nets
(i) Drift, hang or whammel nets shall 
for the purpose of these byelaws be 
unarm oured nets without bags or 
pockets, consisting of a single sheet 
of netting measuring when wet —
(a) W hen  used in the Ribble Estuary, 
not more than 140 metres in 
length and not more than 34  
m eshes deep at any point and 
having m eshes not less than 
82  mm in extension from knot to 
knot, or 328 mm round the four 
sides;
(b) W hen  used in the Lower Lune 
Estuary, not more than 300  
metres in length and not more 
than 4 4  m eshes deep at any 
point and having m eshesnot less 
than 63 mm in extension from 
knot to knot or 252  mm roundthe 
four sides;
(c) W hen  used in any other part of 
the Authority 's area meshes not 
less than 50  mm in extension 
from knot to knot or 200  mm 
round the four sides and a length 
of not more than 300  metres;
(ii) Heave or haaf nets shall, for the 
purpose of these byelaws be of 
single netting of a mesh measuring 
w hen wet not less than 50  mm in 
extension from knot to knot, or 
200  mm round the four sides and 
shall be so constructed as to form a 
bag or purse suspended from a 
wooden frame, consisting of a 
heave, beam, or pole not exceeding 
5.5 metres in length having at each 
end an end stick or projecting arm 
not exceeding 1,25 metres in length 
except that within the Solway Firth 
the m esh shall measure when wet 
not less than 44  mm from knot to 
knot or 1 76  mm round the four sides 
and the end sticksorprojectingarlns 
shall not exceed 1.9 metres;
(iii) Lave nets shall, for the purpose of 
these byelaws be of single netting of 
a m esh measuring when wet not 
less than 50  mm in extension from 
knot to knot or 200  mm round the 
four sides and which shall be con ­
structed to form a bag or purse 
attached to a yoke in the shape of a 
"V ",  the widest part of which shall 
not exceed 2 metres, and which 
shall be fitted with a hand staff to the 
apex of the yoke;
(iv) Draw, draft or seine nets shall, for 
the purpose of these byelaws, be 
unarm oured nets without bags or 
pockets consisting of a single sheet 
or wall of netting, having m eshes 
m easuring when wet not less than 
50  mm in extension from knot to 
knot or 2 0 0  mm round the four sides 
and a length of not more than 275  
metres with the exceptions that 
w hen used in the Middle Lune and 
Duddon estuaries the nets shall 
have the following measurements 
when wet namely; a length of not 
more than 185 metres and a depth 
on the middle of the net of not more
------than_1_44_meshes;---------------------------
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(v) For the purposes of paragraphs (i),
(ii), (iii) and (iv) of this byelaw 
measurements from knot to knot 
shall be in relation to each side of the 
square of the mesh;
(vi) The use of any net made wholly or 
partly of mono-filament material is 
prohibited.
11. Regulation of use of nets 
Where, under the provisions of byelaw 9 
the use of any of the nets therein 
mentioned is permitted such nets shall 
not be used in any manner except that 
prescribed by the succeeding paragraphs 
of this byelaw.
(i) The number of persons allowed to 
w orka drift, hang orwhamm elnetat 
anytime shall be limited to three and 
the number allowed to work a draw, 
draft or seine net at any time is 
limited to four.
(ii) The manner of using a drift, hang or 
whammel net shall be as follows, 
namely it shall be shot or paid out 
from a boat and the boat and net 
attached shall float or drift with the 
tide provided that no drift, hang or 
whammel net or any part thereof, 
shall be used within 185 metres 
from any part of another drift, hang 
or whammel net already in use; 
Provided that no drift, hang or 
whammel net shall be worked 
across more than three-quarters of 
the water in the channel at the time, 
of fishing;
(iii) The manner of using a heave or haaf 
net shall be by one person support­
ing or holding the net and lifting or 
scooping any fish that may become 
enclosed in the net;
(iv) The manner of using a lave net shall 
be by one person standing or moving 
in the water and supporting or hold­
ing the net and lifting or scooping 
any fish. No person shall use a lave 
net in proximity to a fixed net, 
designed to catch other fish, in such 
a way that the migratory fish are 
restricted in movement by such 
fixed net thereby facilitating their 
taking in the lave net;
(v) The manner of using a draw, draft or 
seine net shall beasfollow s, namely 
one end of the rope of the net shall be 
held on the shore or bank and the net 
shall be shot out or paid out from a 
boat which shall start from such 
shore or bank, and return thereto 
without pause or delay, and the net 
shall thereupon be drawn into and 
landed on such shore or bank and no 
net shall be shot out or paid out from 
any point within 90  metres from any 
part of the space on the shore or bank 
between the point of starting and 
the point of return of the boat during 
the said operation or until after 
expiration of 15 minutes from the 
time at which the net is completely 
drawn in and landed. No draw, draft 
or seine net shall be worked across 
more than three-quarters of the
_____ water iii-thechannel-at-the time of
AMENDMENTS
Add
(vii)
fishing.
Dip nets for taking elvers shall npt 
exceed 75cm in width or lm in length, 
exclusive of any handle.
Delete para (i)
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The hand ropes attached to the ends 
of the net shall not be considered 
part of such net
12. Num bering of licences, nets 
and boats
Any number bearing label issued by the 
Authority in respect of a licensed net shall 
at all times while the net is being usedfor 
fishing be attached to the headrope of the 
net or, in the case of a heave or haaf net, to 
that part most nearly corresponding to the 
headrope. Except that in the case of heave 
,or haaf nets it shall not be an offence if the 
label is carried on the person of the licence 
holder when operating the net.
The same number shall be conspicuously 
painted and m a inta ined  in white 
numerals not less than 150 mm high and 
20  mm wide, on a black background, or in 
black num eralson a whitebackground.on 
the outside and near the centre of the 
gunwale on each side of the boat from or in 
connection with which the net is used. 
Provided that this byelaw shall not apply to 
boats that are already required to display 
numbers by the Merchant Shipping 
(Fishing Boats Registry) Order 1927 (S.I. 
1927/642)
delete the; words "required to display numbers" 
in line 20 and replace them with the following 
words "displaying numbers required"
14. Carrying of unlicensed nets 
The carrying in or attaching to a boat or 
vessel whilst being used in fishing for 
salmon or trout of any net (other than a 
landing net) which is not licensed or if 
licensed has not attached thereto the 
label referred to in byelaw 1 2, is hereby 
prohibited.
delete all the words after the brackets and 
replaqe them with the words "which does not 
comply with the type or dimensions set out in 
byelaw 10 or, if it does comply with that 
bye law f has not got the label described in 
byelaw 12 attached to it, is hereby prohibited"
17. Prohibition of taking undersized fish
No person shall take from any waters 
within the area any fish of a kind and of a 
size less than such size as is hereinafter 
prescribed, that is to say:
Migratory trout..'..... ............250m m
Brown trout and char............ 200m m
Chub and barbel.................. 250m m
Grayling, tench, bream arid
carp.................................230m m
Roach, perch, rudd, crucian carp
and d a ce ......................... 200m m
Gudgeon and ruffe............... 100m m
Thp minimum siaie of migratory trout should be 
300 mm not 25Q mm.
19. Fish ing near weirs 
No person shall, without the previous 
consent in writing of the Authority, during 
the period between the 30th day of 
September and the first day of the salmon 
close season for rod and line in any year, 
take or attempt to take by any means, any 
fish within a distance of 20  metres above 
and 50 metres below the crest of any man- 
made construction which im pounds 
water in the rivers and streams of the 
River Ribble catchment upstream of the 
Naze at Freckleton (excludiriq the River 
Darwen, River Calder and the River 
Douglas), and in all rivers and streams 
north of the Ribble catchment.
Provided in respect of the under­
mentioned weirs no person shall at any 
time take or attempt to take by any means, 
any fish within a distance of 20 metres 
above and 50  metres below the crest of
(he said weirs
t?
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Branthwaite W e ir ......... River M arron
Rosegill Mill W e ir ............ River Ellen
Stramongate W e ir .......... . River Kent
and tn respect of the undermentioned 
weir no person shall at any. time take or 
attempt to take by any means, any fish 
within a distance of 20  metres above and 
75 metres below the crest of the said weir: 
Ennerdale Mill W e ir ......... River Ehen
2 4  Retu rn s of net and rod catches
(a) A n y  person to whom  a licence is 
issued to fish for salm on or migratory 
trout within the Authority 's area shall 
in the month of November each year 
in the case of anglers and on the last 
day of the months of March, April, 
M ay. June, July. A u g u st  and 
September where appropriate in the 
case of netmen, either (i) send a 
return to the Authority in the appro­
priate form set out in paragraph (b) of 
this byelaw (giving the particulars 
indicated therein) of any such fish he 
has taken within the Authority 's area 
during the period or periods specified 
in such forms or (ii) if he has taken no 
such fish, send to the Authority a 
statement that he has taken no such 
fish during such period or periods.
2 8 . Interpretation
(i) In these byelaws, un less the context 
otherw ise requires. "Authority"
AMENDMENTS
The following weirs should be added to the 
list:-
Holmehead Weir 
Cummersdale Weir 
Buckabank Weir
River Caldew 
River Caldew 
River Caldew
There shall be added at the end of the byelaw 
"No person shall at any time without the priojr 
consent of the Authority in writing, take or 
attempt to take by any means any fish within 10 
metres below and 20 metres above any fish pass".
delete "(a)" at start of byelaw
delete the words "set out in paragraph (b) of 
this byelaw" in line 11 and replace them with 
the words "supplied by the Authority", 
delete All section (b)
delete "River Eden" means that part of the 
River Eden between the eastern 
limit of the Solway Firth and the d is­
used railway bridge at national grid 
reference N Y383565  near Stainton 
in the City of Carlisle.
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NORTH WEST WATER 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
17 OCTOBER 1988 
FISHERIES BYELAWS -  REVIEW
1 . A t t h e i r  m e e tin g  on 13 Ju n e  1988, th e  B oard  a p p ro v e d  f i s h e r i e s  
b y e la w s  r e v i s i o n s  recommended by t h i s  C om m ittee on 23 May 1988.
2 . The r e v i s e d  b y e la w s  w ere c o d i f i e d  and s e n t  to  MAFF f o r  in fo rm a l  
c o n s id e r a t i o n  p r i o r  to  commencement o f  th e  fo rm a l s t a t u t o r y  
p ro c e d u r e s  f o r  b y e law  c o n f i r m a t io n  by  th e  M i n i s t e r .  O f f i c e r s  from  
t h i s  A u th o r i ty  s u b s e q u e n t ly  m et t h e i r  c o u n te r p a r t s  from  MAFF to  
d i s c u s s  c o s m e tic  a l t e r a t i o n s  w h ich  MAFF h ad  s u g g e s te d .
3 . The a l t e r a t i o n s  have  b een  in c o r p o r a te d  i n t o  th e  a t t a c h e d  f i s h e r y  
b y e la w s  w h ich  w ere a d v e r t i s e d  th ro u g h o u t  th e  r e g io n  on 
23 S e p tem b e r. O b je c to r s  have  u n t i l  30 O c to b e r  to  se n d  t h e i r  
o b j e c t io n s  t o  th e  M in i s t e r ,  a f t e r  w h ich  A u th o r i ty  o f f i c e r s  w i l l  
h o ld  d i s c u s s io n s  w ith  th o s e  o b j e c t o r s  to  t r y  and  p e r s u a d e  them to  
w ith d ra w  t h e i r  o b j e c t io n s .
4 . The r e v i s e d  b y e law s w i l l  be f o rm a lly  s u b m it te d  f o r  c o n s e n t  on 
1 November 1988 , b u t  p a s t  e x p e r ie n c e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  some tim e  may 
e la p s e  b e f o r e  th e y  a r e  c o n firm e d  by th e  M i n i s t e r .  U n t i l  t h e n ,  th e  
p r e s e n t  b y e law s w i l l  c o n t in u e  i n  f o r c e .
0417b/7/PC/ES
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY in exercise of their powers under Section 
28(6) of and Schedule 3 to the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Act 1975, 
and all other powers enabling them in that behalf hereby make the 
following byelaws
1. Annual close season for fishing for salmon and trout 
(other than with rod and line)
The annual close season for fishing for salmon and trout (other than 
with rod and line) shall be the period from and including the 1st 
day of September to and including the 31st day of March following 
except in the Solway Firth where the annual close season shall be 
the period from and including the 10th day of September to and 
including the 24th day of February following:
2. Annual close season for salmon (rod and line)
The annual close season for salmon (rod and line) shall be the 
period from and including the 1st day of November to and including 
the 31st day of January following with the following exception:
In the River Eden and all rivers, lakes and waters, 
tributary to or connected with the River Eden the period 
from and including the 15th day of October to and including 
the 14th day of January following.
3. Annual close season for migratory trout (rod and line)
The annual close season for fishing for migratory trout with rod and 
line shall be the period from and including the 16th day of October 
to and including the 30th day of April following except in the 
Rivers Annas, Bleng, Cumbrian Esk, Mite, Irt, Calder and Ehen and 
all rivers, lakes and waters tributary to or connected with those 
rivers where the annual close season shall be the period from and 
including the 1st day of November to and including the 30th day of 
April following.
4. Annual close season for non-migratory trout other than rainbow trout 
(rod and line)
The annual close season for fishing for non migratory trout other 
than rainbow trout with rod and line shall be the period from and 
including the 1st day of October to and including the 14th day of 
March following.
5. Annual close season for rainbow trout (rod and line)
The annual close season for fishing for rainbow trout with-rod and 
liitfe shall be the period from and including the 1st day ofpOctober 
to and including the 14th day of March following except that in all 
lakes, reservoirs and enclosed waters there shall be no statutory 
close season for rainbow trout.
6. Annual close season for char (rod and line)
The annual close season for fishing for char with rod and line shall 
be the period from and including the 1st day of October to and
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including the 14th day of March following except in the following 
waters where the annual close season shall be as stated:
(i) In Coniston Water, the period from and including the 1st day 
of November to and including the 30th day of April following.
(ii) In Lake Windermere, the period from and including the 1st 
day of October to and including the 30th day of April 
following, provided that it shall be lawful from and 
including the 15th day of March to fish for char with 
artificial lures from a moving boat.
7. Annual close season for freshwater fish
The annual close season for fishing for freshwater fish in rivers, 
streams and those parts of rivers canalised for navigation purposes 
shall be the statutory period, that is, the period from and 
including the 15th day of March to and including the 15th day of 
June following. On all other waters there shall be no statutory 
close season for freshwater fish.
8. Annual close season for eels
The annual close season for fishing for eels in non tidal parts of 
rivers, streams and those parts of rivers canalised for navigation 
purposes shall be the period from and including the 15th day of 
March to and including the 15th day of June following
There shall be no close season for fishing for eels with rod and 
line in tidal waters.
There shall be no close season for fishing for eels with instruments 
other than rod and line in waters not frequented by salmon and trout
It shall be lawful to fish for eels with a rod and line during the 
annual close season for rainbow trout.
9. The weekly close time for salmon and trout 
(other than with rod and line)
The weekly close time for fishing for salmon and trout (other than 
with rod and line) shall be the period between the hour of six on 
Saturday morning and the hour of six on the following Monday morning 
with the following exceptions:
( i) In the Solway Firth the period between the hour of six on 
Saturday morning and the hour of twelve midnight on the 
following Sunday.
(ii) In the Ellen Protected Area the period between the hour of 
six on Thursday morning and the hour of six on the following 
Monday morning.
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10. Authorised fixed engines
For the purpose of Section 6 of the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries 
Act 1975, the placing and use of fixed engines within the 
Authority's area (not being places within the sea fisheries district 
of a local Fisheries Committee) is hereby authorised in the 
following circumstances:-
(i) Where used by Officers of the Authority, and other persons 
with the previous written consent of the Authority, for 
taking or facilitating the taking of salmon, trout, 
freshwater fish or eels for scientific purposes or for the 
better management, protection, preservation and improvement 
of any fisheries in the Authority's area.
( ii) When used by the owner of a fish farm or his agents or 
employees in the normal course of business within the 
confines of that fish farm.
(iii) Where the engine consists of a licenced fixed trap, moveable 
trap or fyke net for the purpose of taking eels.
( iv) For the purpose of taking sea fish provided that the engine 
is covered at all states of the tide by a minimum of 3 
metres of water and is set seawards of the boundary of the 
local Sea Fisheries Committee.
11. Limitation of netting
The use of any net (not being an authorised fixed engine or a 
landing net used in conjunction with a rod and line) for taking 
salmon, trout, freshwater fish, or eels is prohibited except for the 
licenced use of the stated types of nets in the following parts of 
the Authority's area:
(a) In the Solway Firth - heave or haaf nets.
(b) In the Cumbrian Coastal Waters excluding the Ellen Protected 
Area, the Derwent Protected Area, the Ehen/Calder Protected 
Area and the Irt/Esk Protected Area as defined - drift, hang 
or whammel nets.
(c) In the Duddon Estuary - draw, draft or seine nets.
(d) In the Leven Estuary - lave nets.
(e) In the Kent Estuary - lave nets.
(f) (i) In the Lune Estuary - heave or haaf nets.
(.ii) In the Middle Lune Estuary - draw, draft or seine nets,
(iii) In the Lower Lune Estuary - drift, hang or whammel nets.
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(g) In the Ribble Estuary - drift, hang or whammel nets.
(h) In the Ellen Protected Area - heave or haaf nets.
Provided that this byelaw shall not apply to:
(i) any net necessarily and solely used for the purpose of 
removing from an authorised fixed engine the fish caught 
by that fixed engine, or
(ii) to any person using a net of any kind with the prior 
permission in writing of the Authority, and subject to 
any conditions contained therein, or
(iii) The use of hand held dip nets for taking elvers.
12. Regulation of nets
(i) Drift, hang or whammel nets shall for the purpose of these 
byelaws be unarmoured nets without bags or pockets, 
consisting of a single sheet of netting measuring when wet -
(a) When used in the Ribble Estuary, not more than 140 
metres in length and not more than 34 meshes deep at any 
point and having meshes not less than 82mm in extension 
from knot to knot, or 328mm round the four sides;
(b) When used in the Lower Lune Estuary, not more than 300 
metres in length and not more than 44 meshes deep at any 
point and having meshes not less than 63mm in extension 
from knot to knot or 252mm round the four sides;
(c) When used in any other part of the Authority's area not 
more than 300 metres in length and not more than 55 
meshes deep at any point and having meshes not less than 
50mm in extension from knot to knot or 200mm round the 
four sides.
(ii) Heave or haaf nets shall, for the purposes of these byelaws 
be of single netting of a mesh measuring when wet not less 
than 50mm in extension from knot to knot, or 200mm round the 
four sides and shall be so constructed as to form a bag or 
purse suspended from a wooden frame, consisting of a heave, 
beam, or pole not exceeding 5.5 metres in length having at 
each end an end stick or projecting arm not exceeding 1.25 
metres in length except that within the Solway Firth the 
mesh shall measure when wet not less than 44 mm from knot to 
knot or 176mm round the four sides and the end sticks or 
projecting arms shall not exceed 1.9 metres;
(iii) Lave nets shall, for the purposes of these byelaws be of 
single netting of a mesh measuring when wet not less than 
50mm in extension from knot to knot or 200mm round the four
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(iv)
( v)
(vi)
(vii)
(viii)> 
(ix)
sides and which shall be constructed to form a bag or purse 
attached to a yoke in the shape of a "V", the widest part of 
which shall not exceed 2 metres, and which shall be fitted 
with a hand staff to the apex of the yoke;
Draw, draft or seine nets shall, for the purposes of these 
byelaws, be unarmoured nets without bags or pockets 
consisting of a single sheet or wall of netting, having 
meshes measuring when wet not less than 50mm in extension 
from knot to knot or 200mm round the four sides and a length 
of not more than 275 metres with the exceptions that when 
used in the Middle Lune and Duddon estuaries the nets shall 
have the following measurements when wet namely; a length of 
not more than 185 metres and a depth on the middle of the 
net of not more than 144 meshes;
The net and leader of a fyke net shall, together, not exceed
14 metres in length. The leader shall not exceed 10 metres 
in length and its height shall be no greater than the net 
aperture. Fyke nets and leaders shall be constructed of 
twine not less than 1mm in diameter. Mesh size measured 
when wet shall not be less than 10mm in extension from knot 
to knot or 40mm round the four sides or more than 15mm from 
knot to knot or 60mm round the four sides. No net ring or 
hoop hall exceed 7 5cm in diameter. Wing nets shall not be 
used instead of a single leader.
Where moveable traps are used for eel fishing no leader or 
wing nets shall be allowed. The dimensions of a moveable 
trap shall not exceed 1.5m in length x 0.75m high x 0.75m 
wide if rectangular or 1.5m in length x 0.75m diameter if 
cylindrical. The trap if constructed of mesh shall have a 
mesh size measured when wet not less than 10mm in extension 
from knot to knot or 40mm round the four sides or more than 
15mm from knot to knot or 60mm round the four sides.
An otter guard shall be fitted to the aperture of every fyke 
net or eel trap. This guard shall consist of either taut 
material with a mesh size measured when wet not more than 
75mm from knot to knot or 300mm round the four sides, or a 
rigid grill with bars separated by not more than 85mm, or a 
ring guard with a diameter not more than 95mm.
Dip nets for taking elvers shall not exceed 7 5cm in width or 
1 metre in length exclusive of any handle.
For the purposes of paragraphs (i), (ii), (iii), (iv), (v),
(vi) and (vii) of this byelaw measurements from knot to knot 
shall be in relation to each side of the square of the mesh;
(x) The use of any net made wholly or partly of mono-filament 
material is prohibited.
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13. Regulation of use of nets
Where, under the provisions of byelaw 11 the use of any of the nets 
therein mentioned is permitted, such nets shall not be used in any 
manner except that prescribed by the succeeding paragraphs of this 
byelaw.
( i) The manner of using a drift, hang or whammel net shall be as 
follows, namely it shall be shot or paid out from a boat and 
the boat and net attached shall float or drift freely with 
the tide.
No drift, hang or whammel net or any part thereof, shall be 
used within 185 metres from any part of another drift, hang 
or whammel net already in use;
No drift, hang or whammel net shall be worked across more 
than three-quarters of the water in the channel at the time 
of fishing;
( ii) The manner of using a heave or haaf net shall be by one 
person supporting or holding the net and lifting or scooping 
any fish that may become enclosed in the net;
(iii) The manner of using a lave net shall be by one person 
standing or moving in the water and supporting or holding 
the net and lifting or scooping any fish. No person shall 
use a lave net in proximity to a fixed net, designed to 
catch other fish, in such a way that the migratory fish are 
restricted in movement by such fixed net thereby 
facilitating their taking in the lave net;
(iv) The manner of using a draw, draft or seine net shall be as 
follows, namely one end of the rope of the net shall be held 
on the shore or bank and the net shall be shot out or paid 
out from a boat which shall start from such shore or bank, 
and return thereto without pause or delay, and the net shall 
thereupon be drawn into and landed on such shore or bank and 
no net shall be shot out or paid out from any point within 
90 metres from any part of the space on the shore or bank 
between the point of starting and the point of return of the 
boat during the said operation or until after expiration of
15 minutes from the time at which the net is completely 
drawn in and landed. No draw, draft or seine net shall be 
worked across more than three-quarters of the water in the 
channel at the time of fishing.
The hand ropes attached to the ends of the net shall not be 
considered part of such net.
(v) A fyke net and leader shall be fished parallel with the 
watercourse and without the previous permission of the 
Authority nets may only be set individually or in pairs and
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no part of any net or pair of nets shall be set closer than 
30 metres to any part of any other net or pair of nets
14. Numbering of licences, nets and boats
Any number bearing label issued by the Authority in respect of a 
licensed net shall at all times while the net is being used for 
fishing be attached to the headrope of the net or, in the case of a 
heave or haaf net, to that part most nearly corresponding to the 
headrope. Except that in the case of heave or haaf nets it shall 
not be an offence if the label is carried on the person of the 
licence holder when operating the net.
Every fyke net or moveable eel trap shall be marked with the 
identity label bearing the number of the licence issued by the 
Authority which shall be fixed to the top of the front ring or hoop 
at the junction with the leader. Any marker buoy attached to the 
net or trap shall clearly display the number of the licence relating 
thereto issued by the Authority.
The same number shall be conspicuously painted and maintained in 
white numerals not less than 150mm high and 20mm wide, on a black 
background, or in black numerals on a white background, on the 
outside and near the centre of the gunwale on each side of the boat 
from or in connection with which the net is used. Provided that 
this byelaw shall not apply to boats that are already displaying 
numbers as required by the Merchant Shipping (Fishing Boats 
Registry) Order 1927 (S.I. 1927/642).
15. Carrying of nets during annual close season
No person shall, during the annual close season for salmon, carry or 
permit to be carried in any boat any net capable of taking salmon, 
other than a landing net or a net commonly used in the area for sea 
fishing if carried in a boat or vessel commonly used for that 
purpose.
16. Carrying of unlicensed nets
The carrying in or attaching to a boat or vessel whilst being used 
in fishing for salmon or trout of any net (other than a landing net) 
which does not comply with the type or dimensions set out in byelaw 
12 or if it does comply with that byelaw does not have the label 
described in byelaw 14 attache:#' to it, is hereby prohibited.
17. Removal of fish
No person may take or remove from any waters within the area of the 
Authority without lawful authority any fish, whether alive or dead.
18. Baiting
During the period from and including the 15th day of March to and
i n c lu d in g  th e  1 5 th  day  o f  Ju n e  in  any y e a r  i n  r i v e r s ,  s t r e a m s ,  th o s e  
p a r t s  o f  r i v e r s  c a n a l i s e d  f o r  n a v ig a t io n  p u rp o s e s  and in  th e  
fo l lo w in g  l a k e s : -
W inderm ere, C o n is to n , R ydal W a te r, G rasm ere , U l l s w a te r ,  
B ro th e r s  W a te r, B a s s e n th w a i te ,  D e rw e n tw a te r , L ow esw ater, 
Crummock W a te r , B u t te rm e re , E n n e rd a le  W ater and W a stw a te r ,
( i )  f i s h i n g  w i l l  o n ly  be a llo w e d  w i th  minnow, worm, sh rim p , o r  
a r t i f i c i a l  f l i e s  o r  l u r e s .
( i i )  The u se  o f  any  l u r e  o r  b a i t  n o t  on o r  a t t a c h e d  to  a  hook i s  
p r o h i b i t e d .
P r o h i b i t i o n  o f  t a k i n g  u n d e r s iz e d  f i s h
No p e rs o n  s h a l l  t a k e  from  any w a te r s  w i t h in  th e  a r e a  any f i s h  o f  a 
k in d  and o f  a s i z e  l e s s  th a n  su c h  s i z e  as  i s  h e r e i n a f t e r  p r e s c r ib e d ,  
t h a t  i s  to  s a y :
M ig ra to ry  t r o u t  300mm
Brown t r o u t  and  c h a r  200mm
Chub and b a r b e l  250mm
G r a y lin g , t e n c h ,  bream  and c a rp  230mm
Roach, p e r c h ,  ru d d , c r u c i a n  c a rp  and d a c e  200mm
Gudgeon and  r u f f e  100mm
The s i z e  s h a l l  be  a s c e r t a i n e d  by m e a s u r in g  from  th e  t i p  o f  th e  s n o u t
to  th e  f o rk  o r  c l e f t  o f  th e  t a i l .
P ro v id e d  t h a t  t h i s  b y e law  s h a l l  n o t  a p p ly  t o  any p e r s o n  who:
( i )  T akes any  u n d e r s iz e d  f i s h  u n i n t e n t i o n a l l y  i f  he a t  once 
r e t u r n s  t o  and l i b e r a t e s  th e  same i n  th e  w a te r  w i th  a s  
l i t t l e  i n j u r y  a s  p o s s i b l e .
( i i )  T akes any  u n d e r s iz e d  f i s h ,  o th e r  th a n  salm on  o r  t r o u t ,  keeps 
th e  same a l i v e  in  a keep  n e t  and th e n ,  on th e  same day  a s  he 
to o k  them , r e t u r n s  su c h  f i s h  t o ,  and  l i b e r a t e s  them  i n ,  th e  
same w a te r  from  w hich  h e  to o k  them .
( i i i )  T akes any  u n d e r s iz e d  f i s h  o th e r  th a n  sa lm on  o r  t r o u t  and 
u s e s  them  a s  b a i t  on th e  same day  and  on th e  same w a te r  from  
w hich  h e  to o k  them  p r o v id e d  t h a t  a t  any  one tim e  he does n o t  
have i n  h i s  p o s s e s s io n  more th a n  t e n  su c h  f i s h  a l i v e  o r  d e a d .
( iv )  B e in g  th e  ow ner o r  o c c u p ie r  o f  a  f i s h  farm  ( o r  th e  s e r v a n t  
o r  th e  a g e n t  o f  any su c h  ow ner o r  o c c u p ie r )  t a k e s  any 
u n d e r s iz e d  f i s h  from  t h a t  f i s h  fa rm .
Keep n e ts
( i )  On r i v e r s ,  s tr e a m s , th o s e  p a r t s  o f  r i v e r s  c a n a l i s e d  f o r
n a v ig a t io n  p u rp o se s  and in  th e  f o l lo w in g  l a k e s ,  no p e rs o n  
s h a l l  u se  a keep  n e t  o r  any o th e r  means o f  r e t a i n i n g  any
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kind of fish during the statutory close season for coarse 
fish:-
Windermere, Coniston, Rydal Water, Grasmere, Ullswater, 
Brothers Water, Bassenthwaite, Derwentwater, Loweswater, 
Crummock Water, Buttermere, Ennerdale Water and Wastwater.
(ii) No person shall use a keep net:
(a) Of less than 2.0 metres in extended length;
(b) With rings less than 380mm in diameter or if rectangular 
less than 355mm by 255 mm;
(c) With wider spacing of rings than one ring per 300mm 
excluding the top ring;
(d) With a mesh size of more than 16mm measured diagonally 
from knot to knot when stretched and wet.
(iii) The use of keep nets commonly known as "micromesh" nets is 
permitted. In the case of such nets the width of the mesh 
measured when wet but unstretched shall not exceed 8mm and 
such nets shall comply with (ii)(a), (b) and (c) above.
21. Gaffs
The use of a gaff is prohibited at all times.
22. Fishing near weirs
No person shall, without the previous consent in writing of the 
Authority, during the period between the 30th day of September and 
the first day of the salmon close season for rod and line in any 
year, take or attempt to take by any means, any fish within a 
distance of 20 metres above and 50 metres below the crest of any 
man-made construction which impounds water in the rivers and streams 
of the River Ribble catchment upstream of the Naze at Freckleton 
(excluding the River Darwen, River Calder and the River Douglas), 
and in all rivers and streams north of the Ribble catchment.
In respect of the undermentioned weirs no person shall at any time 
take or attempt to take by any means, any fish within a distance of 
20 metres above and 50 metres below the crest of the said weirs:-
Branthwaite Weir River Marron
Calder Hall Pumphouse Weir River Calder (W. Cumbria)
Stramongate Weir River Kent
Holmehead Weir River Caldew
Cummersdale Weir River Caldew
Buckabank Weir River Caldew
and in respect of the undermentioned weir no person shall at any
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time take or attempt to take by any means, any fish within a 
distance of 20 metres above and 75 metres below the crest of the 
said weir.
Ennerdale Mill Weir River Ehen
No person shall at any time take or attempt to take by any means any 
fish within a distance of 50 metres above and 20 metres below 
Sedgwick Force on the River Kent.
No person shall at any time without the prior consent of the 
Authority in writing, take or attempt to take by any means any fish 
within 10 metres below and 20 metres above any fish pass.
23. Worm fishing
No person shall, excepting as hereinafter provided, use in fishing 
for salmon or trout a worm baited on more than a single hook and 
such hook shall not exceed 40mm in length overall nor 15mm in width 
of gape and the weight or weights used to sink the hook shall not in 
any case exceed 30g in the aggregate; provided that a tackle of two 
or three hooks may be so used if tied one above the other upon a 
single strand of gut or other artificial substitute material and if 
each of such hooks does not exceed 15mm in length and is not more 
than 8mm in width of gape.
24. Size of hooks and weight of lures
(a) No person shall use in fishing with rod and line for salmon or 
trout after the 31st day of August in any year double treble or 
multiple hooks any of which exceed 8mm gape provided that this 
shall not apply to a person fishing with an artificial fly not 
exceeding 15g in weight.
(b) No person shall use in fishing with rod and line for salmon or 
trout after the 31st day of August in any year any lure or 
weight which (together or singly) exceed 30g in weight.
The provisions of this byelaw shall not apply to the following listed 
rivers and all rivers lakes and waters tributary to or connected with 
those rivers
Rivers Eden, Esk (Border), Derwent, Ellen, Waver, Wampool, Annas, Bleng, 
Esk, Mite, Irt, Calder and Ehen nor to fishing for char in lakes 
Windermere, Ennerdale, Coniston, Rydal Water and Grasmere.
25. Return of foul hooked fish
All salmon and migratory trout hooked otherwise than from within the 
mouth shall be returned to the water as soon as practicably possible 
and with as little injury as possible.
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26. Prohibition of fishing in certain waters in Kendal
The use for taking salmon, trout, freshwater fish or eels of any 
instrument in such part of the River Kent as lies between Victoria 
Bridge and its confluence with the former Dockray Hall mill race 
situated 400 metres upstream of Victoria Bridge in the Borough of 
Kendal by a person fishing from the right (westerly) bank of the 
said river at any time is prohibited.
This byelaw shall not apply to fly fishing with rod and line 
providing that no weight or weighted device is attached to or 
incorporated in the line, cast or hook.
27. Use of lead weights
(1) Subject to paragraph (2) below, no person shall use for taking 
salmon, trout, freshwater fish or eels in any waters within the 
Authority's Area any instrument to which is attached, directly 
or indirectly, any lead weight.
(2) Paragraph (1) above does not prohibit the use of a lead weight 
of 0.06 grams or less (No.8 shot), or of more than 28.35 grams 
(1 oz).
28. Returns of net and rod catches
Any person to whom a licence is issued to fish for salmon or 
migratory trout within the Authority's area shall:
(a) In the case of netsmen, send to the Authority on the last day 
of the months of March, April, May, June, July, August and 
September a return showing each date fished and the number of 
tides fished on that date, the individual weight of each fish 
taken and the river and location where caught. If no fish are 
taken during a day's fishing, the return should indicate that 
no fish were taken on that day.
(b) In the case of anglers, send to the Authority in the month of 
November a return showing the individual weight of each fish 
taken and the date, river and location where caught, together 
with a statement of the number of days spent on each river 
fished including days where no fish were caught.
29. Returns of net catches for eels
Any person fishing for eels otherwise than with rod and line in the
authority's area shall in the month of January in each year either:-
(1) Send a return to the Authority in the appropriate form provided 
by the Authority giving particulars of any eels he has taken 
within the Authority's area during the period specified, or
(2) If he has taken no eels send to the Authority a Statement that
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he has taken no eels during such period.
30. Application
Except for byelaw 10 (authorised fixed engines), these byelaws shall 
not apply to any employee of the Authority acting in his official 
capacity or to any person who with the permission in writing of the 
Authority and acting in accordance with any conditions attached to 
that permission carries out work connected with the maintenance 
improvement and development of a fishery or for some scientific 
purpose.
31. Revocation of existing byelaws
All presently subsisting byelaws made by the authority under powers 
conferred by section 28(6) and Schedule 3 of the Salmon and Freshwater 
Fisheries Act 1975 shall be deemed to be revoked as and when each such 
byelaw is superseded by a new relevant or corresponding byelaw and when 
the said new byelaw is duly confirmed by the Minister.
32. Interpretation
(i) In these byelaws, unless the context otherwise requires, 
"Authority" means the North West Water Authority.
"Authority’s Area" means the area of the Authority as defined 
in Section 2(2) of and in Schedule 1 and paragraph 4 of 
Schedule 2 to, the Water Act 1973.
"River Lune Byelaws" means byelaws made by the Authority 
regulating the Annual Close Season for salmon (rod and line) in 
the River Lune and the Weekly Close Time for salmon and trout 
(other than rod and line) in the estuary of the River Lune, and 
confirmed by the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food on 
6th July 1983.
"Skerton Weir Byelaws" means byelaws made by the Authority 
regulating fishing at Skerton Weir on the River Lune and 
confirmed by the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food on 
15th February 1979.
"Solway Firth" for the purposes of these byelaws means those 
tidal waters and parts of the sea within the Authority's area 
between a line drawn from the centre of the Golf Hotel at 
 Powfoot at national grid reference NY14686546 to the eastern
extremity of Grune Point at national grid reference NY14395684 
and:
(i) In the River Esk (Border), a line drawn across the river 
from national grid reference NY32456503 to national grid 
reference NY32456632.
(ii) In the River Eden, a line drawn across the river from
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national grid reference NY33656182 to national grid 
reference NY33656155.
"Year" means the period from and including 1st January to and 
including 31st December following.
(ii) For the purposes of byelaws 11, 12 and 13:
"Cumbrian Coastal Waters" means those tidal waters and parts of the 
sea to a distance of six nautical miles measured from the baselines 
from which the breadth of the territorial sea is measured adjoining 
the coast of Cumbria between the western limit of the Solway Firth 
and a line running true south-west from the summit of Black Combe at 
national grid reference SD135855.
"Ellen Protected Area" means those tidal waters and parts of the sea 
within a radius of 3 kms (1.6188 nautical miles) from the beacon at 
the seaward end of the south pier at Maryport.
"Derwent Protected Area" means those tidal waters and parts of the 
sea within a radius of 3 kms (1.6188 nautical miles) from the beacon 
on the south pier at Workington.
"Ehen/Calder Protected Area" means those tidal waters and parts of 
the sea within a radius of 3 kms (1.6188 nautical miles) from the 
centre of the railway bridge over the River Calder at national grid 
reference NY025027.
"Irt/Esk Protected Area" means those tidal waters and parts of the 
sea within a radius of 4 kms (2.1584 nautical miles) from the 
railway station at Ravenglass.
"Duddon Estuary" means that part of the estuary of the River Duddon 
seaward of a line drawn through Dunnerholme Point and Green Road 
Railway Station.
"Leven Estuary" means that part of the estuary of the River Leven 
seaward of a line drawn parallel to, and 350m below the Leven 
Viaduct near Ulverston.
"Kent Estuary" means that part of the estuary of the River Kent 
seaward of a line drawn parallel to and 350m below the Kent Viaduct 
at Arnside.
"Lune Estuary" means that par't of the estuary of the River Lune 
seaward of Carlisle Bridge in the City of Lancaster.
"Middle Lune Estuary" means that part of the estuary of the River 
Lune which lies seaward of a line drawn true south- east from the 
landward end of the breakwater at Bazil Point.
"Lower Lune Estuary" means that part of the estuary of the River 
Lune which lies seaward of a line drawn from Cockersand Abbey
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l ig h th o u s e  t o  th e  seaw ard  e x t r e m i ty ,  a t  h ig h  w a te r  s p r i n g s ,  o f  
S u n d e r la n d  P o i n t .
" R ib b le  E s tu a r y "  m eans t h a t  p a r t  o f  th e  e s tu a r y  o f  th e  R iv e r  R ib b le  
w h ich  l i e s  se aw a rd  o f  a  l i n e  draw n due s o u th  from  th e  Naze a t  
F r e c k le to n .
( i i i )  For t h e  p u rp o se  o f  B yelaw  5;
" e n c lo s e d  w a te r s "  m eans w a te rs  from  w h ich  o r  i n t o  w h ich  f i s h  
c a n n o t  n o rm a lly  swim to  o r  from  th e  o t h e r  w a te r s " .
( i v )  F o r t h e  p u rp o s e s  o f  B yelaw  27
"L ead" in c lu d e s  any  a l l o y  o r  compound l e a d ;
"L ead  w e ig h t"  means s p l i t  s h o t  o r  any o t h e r  t h in g  s u i t a b l e  
f o r  w e ig h t in g  f i s h  l i n e s  w hich  i s  n e i t h e r  i n c o r p o r a t e d  and 
f u l l y  e n c lo s e d  i n  th e  c o re  o f  a  f i s h i n g  l i n e  n o r  
i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  th e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  s w im -fe e d e r , a  s e l f  
c o c k in g  f l o a t  o r  a  f i s h i n g  l u r e " .
(v )  F or t h e  p u rp o s e s  o f  B yelaw  10 , " f i x e d  e n g in e "  s h a l l  hav e  th e  
same m ean ing  a s  i n  th e  Salmon and F re s h w a te r  F i s h e r i e s  A ct 
1975 . .
THE COMMON SEAL o f  NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
was on th e  day  o f  1988
h e r e u n to  a f f i x e d  i n  p u rs u a n c e  o f  Recom m endations 
o f  th e  R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  Com m ittee d a te d  
th e  2 3 rd  day  o f  May 1988 and  a  R e s o lu t io n  o f  th e  
B o ard  d a te d  th e  1 3 th  day  o f  Ju n e  1988
A u th o r is e d  S ig n a to r y
NORTH WEST WATER 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
17 OCTOBER 1987 
SEA FISHERIES BYELAWS -  PROGRESS
0515b ES
1. At th e  m e e tin g  in  S ep tem ber 1987, members w ere a d v is e d  t h a t  S e c tio n  
37 , Salmon A ct 1986 a u th o r i s e s  Sea F i s h e r i e s  C o m m ittees , w ith  th e  
c o n s e n t  o f  th e  a p p r o p r i a t e  W ater A u th o r i ty ,  to  make bye law s f o r  th e  
p u rp o se  o f  p r o t e c t i n g  sa lm on , and to  a u th o r i s e  th e  p la c in g  and use  
o f  f ix e d  e n g in e s .  Members s u b s e q u e n t ly  recommended f o r  Board 
c o n s e n t  d r a f t  b y e law s made by C um bria Sea F i s h e r i e s  C om m ittee w hich 
had  b een  p r e p a r e d  f o l lo w in g  c o n s u l t a t i o n  a t  o f f i c e r  l e v e l .
2. N o rth  W e ste rn  and N o rth  W ales Sea F i s h e r i e s  C om m ittee w ere n o t 
a b le ,  a t  t h a t  t im e , to  su b m it any d r a f t  b y e law s due to  th e  
r e s i g n a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  C le rk  and S u p e r in te n d e n t  and d i f f i c u l t i e s  in  
a p p o in t in g  a r e p la c e m e n t.  S in c e  t h e n ,  a  number o f  m ee tin g s  
in v o lv in g  members and o f f i c e r s  o f  b o th  th e  Sea  F i s h e r i e s  Com m ittee 
and t h i s  A u th o r i ty  have  t r i e d  to  a g re e  d r a f t  Sea F i s h e r i e s  byelaw s 
f o r  th e  a r e a  s o u th  o f  H a v e rig g  P o in t ,  u n f o r t u n a t e ly  w i th o u t  s u c c e s s .
3 . The m ain  a r e a s  o f  d i f f i c u l t y  a re  th e  im p o r ta n t  f i s h e r i e s  in  th e  
Duddon e s tu a r y ,  Morecambe Bay, and th e  R ib b le  e s tu a r y  where 
r e c o g n is e d  se a  f i s h i n g  m eth o d s , p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  b a s s  and m u l le t ,  
a re  e q u a l ly  l i k e l y  to  ta k e  salm on and  m ig r a to r y  t r o u t .  D e sp ite  
c o n c e s s io n s  from  b o th  s i d e s ,  i t  h a s  n o t  b een  p o s s ib l e  to  re a c h  a 
com prom ise .
4 . At a m e e tin g  on 4 A u g u st, b o th  s id e s  a g re e d  t h a t  in  o r d e r  to  make 
p r o g r e s s  i t  w ould  be n e c e s s a r y  to  have  a by e law  w hich  gave some 
d i s c r e t i o n  to  th e  o f f i c e r s  to  a llo w  them  to  d e a l  w i th  n e t s  w hich 
w ere p r e v e n t in g  th e  p a s sa g e  o f  m ig r a to r y  f i s h  w h i l s t  a l lo w in g  o th e r  
n e t s  in  th e  a r e a  to  c o n tin u e  f i s h i n g  f o r  s e a  f i s h .  S e n io r  o f f i c e r s  
from  MAFF w ere i n v i t e d  to  v i s i t  th e  a r e a  so t h a t  th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  
c o u ld  be p o in te d  o u t  to  them  and t h e i r  v iew s on a d i s c r e t i o n a r y  
bye law  s o u g h t.
5 . The v i s i t  to o k  p la c e  on 4 O c to b e r 1988, when two s e n io r  o f f i c e r s  
from  MAFF, t o g e th e r  w i th  Sea F i s h e r i e s  and A u th o r i ty  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  v i s i t e d  Morecambe Bay and th e  R ib b le  e s tu a r y .  The 
map a t t a c h e d  as  an a p p e n d ix  to  t h i s  r e p o r t  was p ro d u c e d  to  show how 
th e  r i v e r  c h a n n e ls  c o n s t a n t ly  change c o u r s e ,  th u s  m aking i t  
im p o s s ib le  to  s t i p u l a t e  a r e a s  w here n e t s  c o u ld  be p la c e d  w ith o u t 
c a u s in g  d i f f i c u l t i e s  f o r  th e  p a s s a g e  o f  m ig r a to r y  f i s h .  On th e  
R ib b le  e s tu a r y ,  th e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  w ere a d v is e d  t h a t  a check 
c a r r i e d  o u t  d u r in g  June  t h i s  y e a r  showed t h a t  e v e ry  s e a  f i s h i n g  n e t  
in s p e c te d  had ta k e n  m ig r a to r y  f i s h  and t h i s  u n a u th o r i s e d  c a tc h  was 
s u b s e q u e n t ly  fo und  to  be f a r  g r e a t e r  th a n  th e  c a tc h  r e t u r n s  fo r  
l i c e n c e d  n e ts  and ro d  and l i n e  f i s h i n g  on th e  R ib b le  d u r in g  th e  
same p e r io d .
-  2 -
In the light of the inspection and the discussions which followed, 
sea fisheries staff will prepare draft byelaws with assistance from 
officers of this Authority in accordance with suggestions from the 
MAFF representatives. A series of meetings involving officers from 
both authorities will be held with sea fishermen, licenced netsmen 
and angling associations to explain, the proposals and to seek their 
comments before the final draft is prepared.
It is unlikely that the draft sea fisheries byelaws will be ready 
for formal consideration by this Committee before Spring 1989.
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SERIOUS FISH MORTALITIES
I t  S in c e  th e  l a s t  m e e tin g  o f  th e  C om m ittee t h e r e  have  b e e n  some 66 
i n c i d e n t s  w h ich  have  r e s u l t e d  in  th e  l o s s  o f  f i s h .  M ost o f  th e s e  
i n c i d e n t s  have  b een  on a r e l a t i v e l y  s m a ll  s c a l e  and a t t r i b u t a b l e  to  
a v a r i e t y  o f  c a u se s  i n c lu d in g  d i s e a s e ,  p o s t  spaw ning  m o r t a l i t i e s ,  
low d i s s o lv e d  oxygen l e v e l s  and m is c e l la n e o u s  d i s c h a r g e s  o r  r u n - o f f  
( a c c i d e n t a l  o r  a v o id a b le )  i n  u rb a n  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  a r e a s .
2 . T h e re  h av e  b e e n  se v en  s i g n i f i c a n t  f i s h  m o r t a l i t i e s  a s  f o l l o w s : -
( a ) R iv e r  Tame, S ta ly b r id c re
In, e a r l y  Ju n e  a  c h e m ic a l s p i l l a g e  i n  th e  S t a ly b r id g e  a r e a  
c a u se d  a s i g n i f i c a n t  f i s h  m o r t a l i t y  i n  th e  R iv e r  Tame. The 
n um bers , d i v e r s i t y  and q u a l i t y  o f  f i s h  a f f e c t e d  was a 
r e f l e c t i o n  o f  th e  o v e r a l l  w a te r  q u a l i t y  im provem ent in  t h i s  
r i v e r  and c a u se d  much c o n c e rn  am ongst l o c a l  a n g le r s .
(b ) T h ree  P o o ls  W aterw ay, S o u th p o r t
The T h re e  P o o ls  sy s tem  i s  p a r t  o f  th e  C ro sse n s  d r a in a g e  sy stem  
and  i s  l e a s e d  to  S o u th p o r t  and D i s t r i c t  A n g le rs  by th e  
A u th o r i t y .  In  J u ly  o f  t h i s  y e a r ,  due to  a d v e rs e  w e a th e r  
c o n d i t io n s  a  d i s c h a r g e  from  a  s to rm  sewage o v e r f lo w  c a u se d  
oxygen  d e p le t i o n  p ro b lem s and s u b s e q u e n t  f i s h  d e a th s .  I t  was 
e s t im a te d  t h a t  some 6000 f i s h  o f  m ixed  s i z e s  and s p e c ie s  w ere 
k i l l e d .  I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  a r e  in  hand  f o r  sew erag e  im provem ents 
w h ich  s h o u ld  e a s e  th e  c u r r e n t  p ro b le m s in  t h i s  sy s te m .
(c )  R iv e r  W eaver -  W in sfo rd  to  V a le  R oyal
On two o c c a s io n s  t h i s  y e a r ,  in  M arch and J u n e , t h e r e  have  been  
s i g n i f i c a n t  m o r t a l i t i e s  in v o lv in g  f a i r l y  l a r g e  num bers o f  
f i s h . .  B o th  i n c i d e n t s  w ere  due to  th e  e f f e c t s  o f  a d v e rse  
w e a th e r  c o n d i t io n s  and c o n ta m in a te d  ru n  o f f  a f f e c t i n g  th e  
r i v e r .  In  th e  c a s e  o f  th e  Ju n e  i n c i d e n t  a lo n g  d ry  s p e l l ,  
f o llo w e d  by a  h eav y  s to rm  c a u se d  low  oxygen l e v e l s  to  d ro p  
lo w e r and  th o u sa n d s  o f  f i s h  w ere  s e e n  in  d i s t r e s s .  The 
A u th o r i ty  and l o c a l  a n g l in g  c lu b s  p ro v id e d  a e r a t i o n  by  u se  o f  
c o m p re s so rs  u n t i l  th e  oxygen l e v e l s  ro s e  to  an  a c c e p ta b le  
l e v e l .  T h is  p rom pt a c t i o n  a v o id e d  w hat w ould  o th e r w is e  have 
b e e n  a  v e ry  l a r g e  s c a l e  m o r t a l i t y .
(d )  R iv e r  W eaver -  W renbury to  Beam B r id g e , N antw ich
On S a tu rd a y  25 Ju n e  a h eav y  s to rm  s c o u re d  d i t c h e s  and ro a d s ,  
and  some d is c h a r g e  o c c u r r e d  from  s to rm  sew age o v e r f lo w s . The 
e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  s to rm  was to  f u r t h e r  lo w er th e  d i s s o lv e d  oxygen 
c o n c e n t r a t io n s  i n  th e  r i v e r  and a l th o u g h  few  d ead  f i s h  w ere
On 14 June, a release of sileage liquor into Colton Beck 
resulted in the mortality of 100 adult trout, 190 salmon parr, 
1800 juvenile trout and 3000 salmon/trout fry. About one and 
a half miles of the watercourse were affected and the farmer 
who caused the pollution has been asked to pay for restocking.
(f) River Ribble. Calder Foot to Preston
The storm which caused mortalities on the river Weaver (see 
para (d)) also affected some 18 miles of the river Ribble from 
a point half a mile below Calder Foot when 310 sea trout, 22 
salmon and 2501bs of assorted coarse fish were killed. 
'Anglers suggested pollution in the river Calder as the 
possible cause of this incident, but the location of the dead 
fish does not support this and Authority officers believe that 
the true cause was low dissolved oxygen concentrations 
aggravated by the storm.
(g) Trawden Beck and Colne Water
A discharge of farm slurry caused the deaths of 97 brown trout 
in Trawden Beck during May. Formal samples have been taken by 
the Authority and further action is being considered.
seen on Monday and Tuesday, by Wednesday 300 fish were found 
dead in the Nantwich area, even though dissolved oxygen levels 
had, by then, recovered and were no longer causing problems.
A further fish mortality in the Nantwich area took place on 
the night of Wednesday 29 June,
